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Genealogy Workshop  

 

Lisa Louise Cooke  

September 26, 2022 {Monday}  

11:00a.m. ~ Webinar Only  

 

How to Create a Free Google  

Earth Map  for Your Research   

 
Come to this session and youôll walk out with potentially thousands of free historic maps organized for your family 
history research. And the good news is, you donôt need a lot of tech know-how to do it!  
 
Youôll learn how to find free digital maps for your ancestral locations, add them as permanent map overlays to 
Google Earth, and then organize them into your personal map reference collection. We will also cover best           
practices for keeping them organized so that they continually enrich your research.  

 

You must join the webinar to see the program  

and  receive the handout.   

we will not be recording this webinar nor  

distributing the handout after the meeting.  

 

this is a webinar only  

[no in -person attendance]  

 

 

 

Register here  

http://www.lcgsfl.org/
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/341619786915224075
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Continued on Page 5 

 

In The Spotlight  

Dan Bowles  

My interest in family history? None! 
 
But then my oldest son, while in high school, was assigned a history project. The requirement was to write about his family 
back at least two generations. Of course, he came to me. What I knew at that point would have likely gotten him a D on his 
paper. Thus began a history lesson for us both. 
 
Being one of nine siblings, I was confident we would find a trove of information. Not so. My siblings knew less than I did. It 
just wasnôt a topic important to anyone in my immediate family. Consequently, we had to go to resources: public records, 
family documents and oral histories from older relatives. This generated a curiosity that hasnôt abated, and it sparked an   
interest in others within the family as well. 
 
My mother emigrated to the US in 1914 at age five, from Hamburg, Germany, with her parents and three siblings. She had 
always told us she was German. She spoke German. But research showed that she had actually been born and baptized in 
Jahrmarkt, Romania. The family was part of an effort to repopulate Germans into other countries, and the family moved to 
Romania in the mid-1700s. 
 
My motherôs journey to America was due to her fatherôs desire to get to the U.S. to see his mother, who was very ill. My great
-grandparents had emigrated in 1904, and that move was fraught with barriers.  
 
My grandfather had been a high-ranking military officer and an interpreter to the Czar. He was detained at the docks on his 
first attempt to leave when he used the correct surname, Tesch. He was alone and desperate to see his mother. He waited a 
few months and decided he would bring the whole family. The surname would generate questions, so he convinced a close 
friend to share documents. It was a similar family unit of six individuals of the same ages. The family emigrated as the family 
of Peter Allstedler, but other than that name change for my grandfather, the correct first names for the others were entered 
on shipping manifests. The final destination was listed as Mansfield, Ohio, with my great-grandfather, Michael Tesch, being 
the family connection. I do know that my grandfather was reluctant to discuss any of this, always fearful that he would be 
found out, and the authorities would arrest the whole family and return them to Romania.  
 
Sadly, my grandfatherôs great desire to see his mother before her death was not achieved. Upon arriving at Ellis Island, my 
grandfather made contact with the family to advise they were enroute to Mansfield. Family history has it that when my     
great-grandmother heard the news, she clutched her chest, uttered, ñThank you, Godò and collapsed, dying moments later. 
 
My fatherôs family emigration story began with his grandparents emigrating from England in 1854. They settled in Huron 
County, Ohio, with their two sons, William and my grandfather George. The brothers were characters, in and out of many 
questionable business dealings. The most notable one had to do with a tavern in which the brothers invested heavily for its 
ownership. I need to warn you that the following is of an ñadult nature,ò and you may want to skip reading it! 
  
éAs expected, no one clicked away! 
 
 


























